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THE ROLE OF TRANSPORT AND TOURISM PROGRAMS IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM IN UZBEKISTAN
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Abstract:  This  article  describes  the  current  and  future  opportunities  for  the
development oftourism in our country, as well as the prospects for creating transport
events and tourism programs.The role and significance of the legal concept in tourism
are also mentioned.

Keywords:  tourism,  tourism  industry,  tourism  concepts, Transport
infrastructure,  airline,  railways,  ecotourism, touristic  cities,  health  resort  complex,
medical tourism

Today, tourism is one of the most profitable industries. From year to year in the
world,  there is  a  steady growth trend in  the number of  international  tourists.  For
example, in 2018, this figure reached 1.4 billion, and tourist exports amounted to 1.7
trillion.  US  dollars.  Thus,  a  country  with  tourism potential  is  simply  obliged  to
develop the tourism industry. Uzbekistan, of course, is one of such countries.

Currently, Uzbekistan has launched a process of radical reform of the industry.
Its goal is to transform tourism into a strategic direction for the development of the
national economy, which will ensure its diversification and accelerated development
of the regions. In his Message, President Sh.M. Mirziyoyev identified as one of the
main tasks in the social sphere in 2019 “to take comprehensive measures to develop
tourism, attract investment in the sphere, and increase staff potential”.

To  achieve  this  goal,  as  well  as  to  create  favorable  conditions  for  the
development of tourism, a Concept for the Development of the Tourism Sphere in the
Republic of  Uzbekistan in 2019-2025 was proposed and approved. It  provides an
analysis of the current state of the tourism sector, sets main goals, defines the stages
and directions of development of the industry.

Analysis of the current state showed that there is a positive growth trend in the
main indicators of tourism. So, the number of foreign tourists in 2018 increased by
88%, compared with 2017, and the number of companies and organizations engaged
in tourism activities - by 112%. These figures indicate the correctness of the ongoing
reforms.

 It should be noted that this goal is quite ambitious, since, according to WTTC,
the direct contribution of the tourism sector to the GDP of Uzbekistan amounted to
0.9%, or 2.22 trillion. soum., and the total - 2.8%, or 6.7 trillion. soums.
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Stage 1 on the concept: 2019-2020 years - Institutional reforms to create a solid
legislative  basis  for  the  development  of  tourism,  modernize  infrastructure  and
promote the country's tourism brand.

This is given in the third part of the concept: Development of transport logistics,
expansion of external and internal routes, improving the quality of transport services.

Transport infrastructure is an important component of the development of the
country's tourism industry. Transport companies have been given the task of creating
a single electronic portal of the republic’s transport system, which provides for the
implementation of tickets with convenient flights connections (bus, air and rail) based
on the use of block chain technology, as well as determining the procedure for their
functioning.

The  process  of  reforming  the  transport  system  is  dynamic.  A  decision  has
already been made on the reorganization of Uzbekistan Airways and the creation of
Uzbekistan  Airways  JSC  and  Uzbekistan  Airports  JSC  on  its  basis.  The
monopolization of the air sector will attract low-cost airlines, which will positively
affect the cost of airline tickets and will increase the tourist flow. In recent years, a
large number of additional international flights have been opened both through the
airport of Tashkent and through other air harbors of the republic. The introduction of
the Open Skies regime at Karshi, Nukus and Termez international airports, as well as
Bukhara using the “fifth air freedom” when transporting foreign nationals, began on
October 1, 2019, in accordance with international legal standards. an important event
for the entire industry.

The development of railway transport has always been strategic not only for
tourism but also for the national economy as a whole. The launch of Afrosiyob high-
speed  trains  is  a  clear  confirmation of  this.  Now,  these  trains  make stops  in  the
following  cities:  Tashkent,  Jizzakh,  Samarkand,  Navoi,  Bukhara,  Karshi,
Shakhrisabz. Another significant achievement was the launch of a high-speed train on
the route Bukhara – Khiva – Bukhara. Thus,  the railway connection connects the
main tourist centers with each other.

Nevertheless, despite the results achieved, the transport infrastructure does not
yet fully meet international quality standards. It is necessary to develop not only air
and railway communication, but also bus routes between cities. For this purpose, a
number of prohibitions were canceled,  for  example,  a ban on the movement of a
tourist bus at night. Car sharing practice has been introduced, increasing mobility and
travel comfort.

This is given in the fourth part of the concept: Taking comprehensive measures
to reduce the influence of the seasonal factor by diversifying the tourism product and
services.
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As the President noted, “the development of various types of tourism, especially
medical,  pilgrimage,  and environmental  tourism,  will  give a  powerful  impetus  to
strengthening not only the economy but also the social sphere.”

Medical tourism in the republic is at the formation stage. But given the fact that
Uzbekistan is one of the few countries in the world where almost the entire spectrum
of the health resort complex is present, it can be assumed that this type of tourism has
great development potential.

In  February  of  this  year,  Uzbekistan  hosted  the  first  international  forum on
pilgrimage tourism, which resulted in the adoption of the Bukhara Declaration on the
recognition of the republic as one of the centers of pilgrimage tourism.

In order to develop and promote the ecotourism opportunities of our country, an
organization specializing in the development of ecotourism, ECOSARBON LLC, has
been created.

Uzbekistan has objective prerequisites for more active access to world tourism
markets. The main tourist products of the Central Asian countries are a variety of
natural  resources,  historical  and  cultural  heritage.  The  analysis  of  statistical  and
empirical data testifies to the growing interest in tourism products in Uzbekistan and
the positive trends in the development of tourism.

To  achieve  the  goals  of  the  Tourism  Industry  Development  Concept,  it  is
necessary to ensure:

- the coherence of tourism policy at the national and regional levels and a clear
delineation of the functions, powers and responsibilities of all parties interested in the
development of tourism: the state, the private sector, professional non-governmental
organizations and the local community;

- combining and coordinating the efforts and initiatives of the state, international
organizations  that  provide  technical  assistance  to  Central  Asian  countries  in  the
development of tourism, representatives of the private sector and their professional
associations;

-  introduction  of  a  horizontally  and vertically  integrated  institution of  social
partnership:  the  state  -  the  private  sector  and  their  professional  associations  and
associations - local communities as a mechanism for ensuring equal dialogue.

Solving  the  problems  of  effective  tourism  development  will  significantly
increase the flow of tourists in Uzbekistan and the inflow of cash inflows into the
economies of the countries, as well as ensure, on the one hand, the growth of tax
deductions  to  budgets  of  various  levels  and  employment,  and  on  the  other,  the
development of regions and related sectors of the economy. During

The study found that the tourism industry in Uzbekistan is able to maximize its
competitive advantages by concentrating market efforts in certain types of tourism
and target markets. The most competitive and attractive species are:
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- resort and recreational tourism;
- mountain adventure tourism;
- tourism on the Great Silk Road;
- business tourism;
- ecotourism;
- hospitality tourism;
- visiting tourism;
- cultural tourism, etc.
Uzbekistan  is  a  unique  country,  every  blessing  and  hospitality  of  which  is

known all over the world. The development and future of tourism are in the hands of
a young, advanced and intelligent generation.
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