CENTRAL ASIAN ACADEMIC JOURNAL ISSN: 2181-2489
OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH VOLUME 11 ISSUE 112021

THE ROLE OF THE BUKHARA EMIRATE IN DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN
TRADE ROUTES (BASED ON THE WORKS OF RUSSIAN TRAVELERS)

Muhammadali Mubinov
Lecturer of Bukhara’s history department of Bukhara State University

ABSTRACT

An insight provided at the article reviews of some profound investigation on the
scientific basis the aspects of the role of ancient caravan routes in the development of
trade relations, the importance of the Bukhara Emirate in the development of trade of
these routes until the middle of the XIX century. These routes played an important role
in trade and diplomatic relations of the Central Asian khanates, and the Emirate of
Bukhara had a basic place in these routes. The city of Bukhara is at the crossroads of
these roads, and the roads of communication of neighboring khanates with each other
and with other countries pass through the territory of the city. Therefore, the Bukhara
Emirate was in the spotlight of Russian travelers and traders.
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INTRODUCTION

Ancient caravan routes played an important role in the development of trade,
which had a basic place in the development of trade until the middle of the XIX century.
These routes were significant in trade and diplomatic relations of the Central Asian
khanates, and the Emirate of Bukhara took a substantial position in these routes. The
city of Bukhara is at the crossroads of these roads, and the roads of communication of
neighboring khanates with each other and with other countries pass through the territory
of the city. For this reason, the Emirate of Bukhara was in the spotlight of Russian
tourists and traders.

The role of the Emirate of Bukhara in domestic and international trade is described
in the works of Russian travelers, ambassadors and traders who visited and traveled
directly to Central Asia and the Arab countries.

In trade relations between the Bukhara Emirate and the Khiva Khanate, along with
the caravan route, the Amudarya waterway was used, and between the Bukhara Emirate
and the Kokand Khanate, a caravan passing through land and mountains. They are the
main trade routes.
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THE MAIN PART

P.I. Nebolsin, who conducted research in the Caspian and Kazakh steppes, in his
book "Description of Russia's trade with Central Asia" gives the following information:
The Bukhara Emirate occupies a leading position in the foreign trade relations of the
Kokand Khanate. Because of the border between the two countries, they were connected
by many caravan routes. In particular, there were two large caravan routes, along with
many trails connecting the Fergana Valley, which was the central part of the Kokand
Khanate, and the Bukhara Emirate. In the first, the caravan from Kokand was long to
Bukhara via Besharik, Mahram, Khojand, Uratepa, Zaamin, Jizzakh, Yangikurgan and
Samarkand. So the second caravan way was long from Kokand Besharik, Mahram,
Khojand, Uratepa, Djom, Ravvot, Djizak, Yangikurgan and Samarkand. The first
caravan route was 526 versts (Verst is a unit of length equal to 1.0668 km), while the
second caravan route was 615 versts ’[2-176]. Between Kokand and Bukhara, caravans
reached their destination in about 20-23 days, and along with camels and horses,
Kokand carts were widely used on these roads. Y.K. Meyendorf, who was in Bukhara in
the 1920s., wrote "... Kokand merchants bring their goods to Bukhara by cart" [3-108].
The camel, which is the main carrier in the Kokand-Bukhara caravan, was paid from 2
to 3.75 gold coins, depending on the weather and political situation [4-142]. On the eve
of the Russian invasion, there were separate caravan routes from Tashkent, one of the
largest cities of the Kokand Khanate, to the cities of the Bukhara Emirate. The caravan
traveled on the Tashkent-Bukhara road for 12-18 days, depending on the weather, and
covered a distance of 498 versts, and on these caravan routes it was possible to use the
services of camels, horses and carts. On the Bukhara-Tashkent caravan route, camels
were paid up to 2.25, 2.5 and 2.75 gold coins [5-120,122].

Between the Kokand and Khiva khanates, small caravans traveled throughout the
years [6-18]. They mainly used the Bukhara-Khiva caravan route, which was 340 versts
from Bukhara to Khiva, and the caravan covered this route in 10 days. Although the
Kokand khanate traded with the Khiva khanate mainly through caravan routes passing
through the Bukhara emirate and the emirate's markets, it also passed through Tashkent,
which directly connected the two countries. There was a caravan route.

Especially, in the memoirs of Nikolai Muravyev, who was in Central Asia in 1819-
1820, it is noted that the Khiva khanate was connected with Bukhara and Balkh via the
Amudarya, with Tashkent and Kokand through the Syrdarya. However, due to the long
river route through the Syrdarya and the lack of access for large ships, it was rarely used
by traders. As a result, the Kokand-Khiva trade through the Bukhara Emirate remained
important. This, in turn, shows that the Emirate of Bukhara played a decisive role in the
trade of countries in the region [7-175].
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Moreover, the city of Bukhara played an essential role in trade relations between
the Khiva Khanate, Kokand Khanate, Afghanistan, India, Iran, Arab countries, Turkey
and other countries. The distance from Bukhara to Kabul is 985 versts, and the caravan
traveled on this road for 22-25 days. The distance from Kabul to Peshawar was 320
versts, 8 days. In Bukhara, the caravan had to travel 169 days, 6760 versts to reach
Calcutta, the largest port city of India [7-175]. In the 1960s, traders paid 8.5 Bukhara
coins for each loaded camel on the Peshawar-Bukhara route [2-121]. Marvari Barayev,
who led the Orenburg expedition, gives interesting information about the trade routes of
Indian traders who came to Bukhara in 1735 for trade. He traveled from Delhi to Kabul,
a city on the border with India, from there to Bukhara via Badakhshan, from there to
Khiva to trade with Indian traders, and from there to Astrakhan by caravan for a month
and a half. The road leading Bukhara merchants to India required a huge turn. They
ascend to the Indian Ocean, where shipping was discontinued, from where goods flowed
to Ghazni, India's main market, and then across Bukhara to Kandahar.

Mir Izzatulla, who was in Bukhara in 1812, noted that special caravanserais were
built in Bukhara for foreign traders and they were called by different names. For
example, Indians from Shikarpura traded in the Alamkhana khanakoh, while
caravanserai called Nohaysaroy housed Tatar traders [8-202].

In 1820-1821, the Russian tourist Y.K. Meyendorf in his diary notes that many
Muscovite, Iranian, and Indian merchants came to Bukhara. Among them were Indian
traders who brought to Bukhara a large amount of Indian dye indigo (nil), precious
stones, real pearls, sugar, shiny and white thin fabrics, silk fabrics and cashmere rice [9-
169]. At the same time, Bukhara became a transit center for foreign goods to many
cities in Central Asia. Particularly, Russian, Iranian and Indian goods were transported
from Bukhara to Tashkent.

CONCLUSION

Based on the above facts, we can see in the works and memoirs of Russian tourists
and traders and researchers detailed information about the Emirate of Bukhara, trade
and communication routes in Central Asia. However, research in this area still needs to
be continued.

Reference:

1. AnexktopoB A. Toproseie mytu B Cpennerr Azun//Opendyprckuit mmuctok., 1891, 17
dheBpas.
2. byxapa//Typkectanckuii coopuuk. Tom 30. 1870. —Ctp.120-122.
3. Koxkan//Typkecranckuii coopauk. Tom 30. 1870. —Ctp.142.
4. Meiteanopd E.K. IlyremectBue n3 OpenOypra B byxapy. -Mockga. 1975. —Ctp.108.

189 UZBEKISTAN | WWW.Caajsr.uz


http://www.caajsr.uz/

CENTRAL ASIAN ACADEMIC JOURNAL ISSN: 2181-2489
OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH VOLUME 11 ISSUE 11 2021

5. He6ombcun I1.M. Ouepku Topromu Poccum c¢ Cpemneit Aswmeit. —CII6. 1856. —
Crp.176.

6. O nyrsxs cooOmenus//IIpoekTh ycTaBa TOBapUIIECTBA [JIsi Pa3BUTHUS TOPrOBIU
Cpennero Azuto. Coct. C. Xpynes. —CII6. 1863. —Ctp.18.

7. IlyremectBue B Cpemnroro Asmio Hwukomas MypasseBa (1819-1820)//Mctopus
V36ekucrana B ucrounukax. —1I., 1988. —Ctp.175.

8. Tpynbel CpenHea3narckoro rocyaapcrBeHHoro ynuepcutera uMm. B.M. JlenuHa.,
B, X.C., FO.A. Cokones. «byxapa, Camapkann, Kemud B 1813 rogy». Ctp. 202.

9. O Toprosie byxapuu (u3 nytemectBusi 6apona Meitennopda E.K B Byxapuio),
«MockoBckuii Tenerpad», 4. XI. M., 1826.

10. Mubinov M.A. Diplomacy of the eastern states and central asian khanates in the
struggle for independence.// CENTRAL ASIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
AND HISTORY. VOLUME: 02 ISSUE: 05 | MAY 2021 (ISSN: 2660-6836). P.26-31.
11. MyOunoB M. A. JlumiomaTusi CpeiHEa3naTCKUX XaHCTB € rocynapcTBamMu Boctoka B
cBoelt 6oproOe 3a HezaBucumocTh.// SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS. VOLUME 2 | ISSUE 1 |
2021 ISSN: 2181-1601. Page.778-783.

12. My6unoB M.A. [lunioMatuueckre U IMOCOJIbCKUE OTHOIICHUS CPEIHEa3HaTCKUX
xanctB ¢ Ocmanckoit ummepueii.// BECTHHUK XOPE3MCKOHN AKAJIEMUU
MABMVYHA -1/2021. Ctp.116-119.

13. My6unoB M.A. 13 uctopuu BHemHUX oTHOUmEHUM byxapckoro smupara (XVIII-
XIX Beka).// 3SHAHUS N HAYKA B CYPXAHJIAPBE Ne1/2020. Ctp.36-39.

14. PaBmianoB Y.P. U3pasuoBeie mmTku (Mo3auku) snoxu KomxapoB B byxapckom
mysee.// SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS. VOLUME 2 | ISSUE 2. 2021 ISSN: 2181-1601.
Page 101-105.

15.  Ochilov Alisher. "The Role of Zamanbaba Culture in The Social and Economic
History of Bukhara Oasis During Bronze Age." CENTRAL ASIAN JOURNAL OF
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HISTORY 2.4 (2021): 42-47.

16. OCHILOV, Alisher. "JEWELRYC TRADITION IS A SOURCE OF STUDY OF
BUKHARA HISTORY." Bayterek Uluslararasi Akademik Arastirmalar Dergisi 1.1:
105-116.

17.  Ochilov, A. T. "DATING OF THE ZAMANBABA CULTURE: ASED ON
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOURCES." Theoretical & Applied Science 12 (2019): 589-
591.

18.  Owumnos, Amumep Tymuc Vemn. "BYXOPO BOXACHU HIAKJUIAHUIINJIA
3APA®IIIOH JJAPECUHMHIT VPHU BA BOXA TAPUXUU I'EOI'PAGUSICUT A
JIOVIP AIPUM MYJIOXABAJIAP." Scientific progress 1.6 (2021): 933-938.

19. Ochilov A. byxopo Boxacuga oau0 OOpWJIraH WK apXEOoJOTHUK TaIKUKOTIAP
//ITEHTP HAVYHBIX ITYBJIMKAITUN (buxdu. uz). —2021. — T. 4. — Ne. 4.

190 UZBEKISTAN | WWW.Caajsr.uz


http://www.caajsr.uz/
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?oi=bibs&cluster=11122551959083065181&btnI=1&hl=ru
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?oi=bibs&cluster=11122551959083065181&btnI=1&hl=ru

