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A LEXICOGRAPHICAL JOURNEY THROUGH “THE GODFATHER”
Annotation. This article surveys lexical layer of anthroponyms within Mario Puzo’s novel "The Godfather” exploring the role
of lexicography in analyzing and understanding the names of characters within the novel, the significance of anthroponyms in shaping

the narrative and character portrayal.
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“CHO’QINTIRGAN OTA” BO‘YLAB LEKSIKOGRAFIK SAYOHAT
Annotatsiya: Magolada Mario Puzoning “Cho’qintirgan ota” romanidagi antroponimlarning lug‘aviy qatlami o‘rganilib,

roman qahramonlari nomini tahlil qilish va tushunishda lug‘atshunoslikning o’rni, hikoya va personaj tasvirini shakllantirishda
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Kalit so’zlar: leksikografiya, onomastika, onomastik birlik, antroponomiya, lug’at, onomastik atama, lug’at, atamalar.

Introduction.

Lexicography is the practice of compiling, editing,
and writing dictionaries. It focuses on the study of words,
their meanings, and how they are used in various contexts.
Lexicographers are the language enthusiasts who work on
researching and documenting the vocabulary of a
language. The field of lexicography has a fascinating
history that goes back thousands of years. In ancient times,
dictionaries were mostly bilingual or multilingual, helping
people understand and translate words between different
languages[1]. However, modern lexicography has evolved
to include monolingual dictionaries, specialized
dictionaries, and even online dictionaries that are easily
accessible to anyone.

Literature review.

In English lexicography, the representation of all

names, nicknames, pen names, surnames, patronymic

names, middle names, and anthroponyms from "The
Godfather" would typically depend on the specific
dictionary and its scope. However, it's important to note
that traditional English dictionaries primarily focus on
general vocabulary and commonly used names rather than
specific names from fictional works[2]. English dictionaries
may include anthroponyms and associated information in
various ways, such as:

1. Entry Definition: The main character names could
be included as entries, providing brief definitions or
explanations, similar to the way they are defined in general
dictionaries. For example:

- "Vito Corleone: The patriarch and head of a
powerful crime family in 'The Godfather' series."
- "Michael Corleone: The youngest son of Vito Corleone
who becomes involved in the family business in 'The
Godfather' series."

- 583 -


mailto:n.a.nazarova@buxdu.uz

2. Examples within Definitions: The character names
could be used as examples within the definitions of related
terms or concepts. For instance:

- "The concept of a family dynasty, as seen in 'The
Godfather' with the Corleone family."

- "The dynamics of power and loyalty within crime
families, such as the Corleones in 'The Godfather' series."

3. Cultural References:
occasionally include explanations or cross-references to

Dictionaries  may

well-known fictional characters or names that have entered
popular cultural discourse. In this context, references to the
characters from "The Godfather" may be included to
illustrate broader cultural understanding or to explain
associated terms, such as "The Corleone Effect.[3]"

It's essential to note that traditional English
dictionaries have limitations regarding the inclusion of
specific names from fictional works due to their focus on
language use.
dictionaries or reference materials on popular culture may
provide more extensive coverage of fictional names,
including characters from "The Godfather."

Research methodology.

English anthroponyms, like any other words in a
language, have a strong connection to the lexical layer of
the language. The lexical layer refers to the component of
language that deals with vocabulary and the individual
words that make up a language[4]. Anthroponyms, as a
subset of vocabulary, play a crucial role in the lexical layer
of English. They contribute to the richness and diversity of
the language by representing the personal names of
individuals. These names are used to identify and refer to
people, distinguishing them from one another. In terms of
lexicography, anthroponyms are included in dictionaries to
provide comprehensive coverage of the vocabulary of a
language. They help us understand the meaning, origin,
and cultural significance of  personal
Lexicographers examine anthroponyms to determine their
etymology, variations, and historical usage. This
information is then incorporated into dictionary entries to
provide users with a  deeper understanding of these
names.

general However, specialized name

names.

Analysis and results.

An example of lexicography related to the
anthroponyms (personal names) found in Mario Puzo’s
iconic novel, '"The Godfather." In lexicography,
anthroponyms are often included in dictionaries to provide
information about the origin, meaning, and cultural
significance of certain names[5]. Here's a fictional excerpt
showcasing possible entries for a dictionary focusing on the
anthroponyms found in "The Godfather":

Corleone, Vito (ko:rli'ouni, 'vi:tov) - The patriarch and
central character of "The Godfather." Vito Corleone, also
known as "The Godfather," is a powerful and respected
mafia boss. His given name, Vito, is of Latin origin,

meaning "alive" or "full of life." It symbolizes his strong
presence and unwavering leadership.

Corleone, Michael (ko:rli'ovni, ‘maikal) - The youngest
son of Vito Corleone, who reluctantly takes over the family
business. Michael, a Hebrew name derived from
"Mikha'el," means "Who is like God?" This name reflects his
transformation from a civilian outsider to a cunning and
strategic leader, reminiscent of his father.

Corleone, Sonny (ko:rli'ouni, ‘sani) - Vito Corleone's
hot-headed eldest son. Sonny, a nickname short for
"Santino," is of Italian origin. It signifies his energetic and
impulsive nature, often leading to volatile situations.

Corleone, Fredo (ko:tli'ovni, 'frerdou) - Vito’s middle
son and the weakest link in the family. Fredo, a diminutive
form of the Italian name "Federico," means "peaceful ruler."
Ironically, Fredo’s character is marked by insecurity and
betrayals, straying from the family's ideals.

Corleone, Connie (ko:rli'ovni, ‘'kvni) - The only
daughter of Vito Corleone. Connie, short for "Concetta" in
Italian, is a name meaning "conception" or "longed-for
child." Connie's character embodies the struggles and
sacrifices faced by women within the male-dominated
mafia environment.

Corleone, Tom (ko:rli'ooni, tom) - The trusted
confidant and consigliere of the Corleone family. Tom,
derived from "Thomas," is a timeless name meaning "twin."
As an advisor and legal counselor, Tom displays a balanced
and diplomatic approach, often functioning as a voice of
reason.

Michael Corleone (noun)- Origin: Italian / Meaning;:
"Michael" is derived from the Hebrew name "Mikha'el"
meaning "Who is like God?" It is a common male given
name originating from Jewish and Christian traditions.
"Corleone" is an Italian surname linked to the fictional
Corleone family prominently featured in Mario Puzo’s
novel "The Godfather."

Cultural Significance: Michael Corleone is the central
"The Godfather" and wundergoes a
transformation from an idealistic young man to a powerful
leader in the Corleone crime family. The character's name
has become synonymous with intrigue, power, and moral
ambiguity.

Vito Corleone (noun)- Origin: Italian / Meaning: "Vito"
is an Italian given name with Latin origins, likely derived
from "vita" meaning "life." "Corleone" is the surname of the
fictional Corleone family in "The Godfather."

Cultural Significance: Vito Corleone is one of the key
characters in "The Godfather" and serves as the patriarch
and founder of the Corleone crime family. Known for his
leadership and cunning, Vito represents a complex figure,
embodying both ruthless brutality and family loyalty.

Kay Adams (noun)- Origin: English (Shortened form
of Katherine)/ Meaning;:

"Kay" is a diminutive or shortened form of the name
"Katherine" or "Kaitlyn," deriving from the Greek name

character in
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"Aikaterine." The exact meaning of "Kay" can vary
depending on the original name it is derived from.
"Adams" is a common English surname.

Cultural Significance: Kay Adams is a character in
"The Godfather" and serves as Michael Corleone's wife. As
an outsider to the world of organized crime, Kay represents
the bridge between Michael's criminal life and his desire for
a legitimate, conventional family.

These provide a
lexicographic process of documenting anthroponyms.

entries glimpse into the
They include information about the name's origin,
meaning, and cultural significance within the context of
"The Godfather" book[6]. It's worth noting that the
inclusion of anthroponyms in dictionaries may vary
depending on the dictionary's focus. While general
dictionaries may provide brief definitions and origins,
specialized anthroponym dictionaries might delve deeper
into etymology, historical usage, and variations across
different cultures.

Anthroponyms are also important for onomastics,
which is the study of proper names. Onomastic studies
explore the origins, usage patterns, and cultural aspects of
names, including anthroponyms. This interdisciplinary

anthroponyms reflect the evolution of English over time[7].
They showcase the influence of various factors, such as
historical events, cultural shifts, immigration patterns, and
naming traditions. Studying anthroponyms helps linguists
and researchers trace the development and changes within
the language and its society. It's fascinating to see how
anthroponyms are interconnected with the lexical layer of
English. They contribute to the ever-growing and evolving
vocabulary that defines the language. Whether through
their rich etymology, cultural implications, or historical
significance, anthroponyms provide valuable insights into
the lexical landscape of English.
Conclusion.

While standard English dictionaries primarily focus
on common language, they often lack entries for specific
names from fictional works. For a more comprehensive
exploration of fictional names, especially those from iconic
"The Godfather,"
dictionaries or pop culture reference materials are essential.
It's important to remember that the provided examples are
hypothetical and aim to showcase the potential format and
content of such a dictionary dedicated to "The Godfather's"
character names. The final entries would depend on the

franchises like specialized name

field examines the social, historical, and linguistic aspects thorough research and analysis performed by
of names, shedding light on the relationship between  lexicographers.
individuals, their culture, and their language. Moreover,
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