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UD{C: 81.271

INTERCONNECTION OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
IN THE WORLD LITERATURE

Kozieva kol Komiljonova
Chorakulova Dilnora Zokirdfanovia
feachers of the departmient of Russian language amd lterature, BSU

Absiract:

Background The lmnguage, reffecting the originality of the peaple, the national
spriril, the national vision of the world, the national cultire, represents the doited
spiritual energy of the people, which s imprinted in certain sownds. The “national
gpririr” is the driving force hehind the development of the language. "Language is a
constantly renewed work of the spirir to make the articidated sownd swiralle for the
expression of thought.” The concept of “infernal form" & considered in connection
with the concepd of “rational spirt™. The most important aiiribute of langicge,
Humboldy singles out the “linguistic nternal form®, which means the rotality of the
faws of language reproduction, the lows according to wihich the spirit acts,

Methods., Language & recognized ax a mediator between reality and
conscioiistess, since the world as an Uinexhaisiible comtinuen of diversity'”,
offering us an infinite number of clossifications of these varieties, does nol impose
any of them. Reality and iis proposed classifications are reflected not divectly in the
language, It in consciousness, which fTres this reflection in comventional signs.

Reswire The inrerpreration of cultuwre proposed by E. Sapir has a generalized
and comprehensive character. Culiure i almed ar encompassing in a single term
those general attitudes, views on Iife and specific manifestations of civilization that
allow a particular people fo determine their place in the wordd.

Concliston. Speaking aboir the relationship between language and culture, it
should be noted that the langieage viewed throagh the prism of cudiure 5 wndersiood
as a part, elemend, side, phenomenon, comporent of cultire or spiritual culfure. One
way oF another, language & defined as a component of culiure. This approack (s
confraited with the opinion that longuage as a special social phenomenon
associated with all aspects of people's social life. Linguists point out that language is
I} a meant of expressing culiure, 2) a material base for the creation of any cultural
valies, 3 an instrument for the accumulotion, siorage and ransmission of
informarion. In the context of the concepr of national and cidmral unite, i s
empharized that there & no sirict corvespondence between cidture and language,
which does not allow considering language as a part of culiure, A separate approach
it atsociated with the consideranion of language as a factor of cultieral creaiviny.

Keywords:  “upbringing”, “teaining”,  Cedwcation”,  “developmens”,
“weneration ",

Introduction. The problem of the relationship between language and culture,
which has received evolutionary development in the world philosophical and
philological sciences, attracts the attention of many scientists (N.D. Arutyunova,
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MM. Bakhtin, HA. Berdyaev, B.C. Bibler, V.V. Vinogradova, JLE. Wilms,
V.V, Vorobieva, AG. Gerda, LN, Gumilyov, V.T. Klokov, V.V. Kolesov,
MG, Komleva, V.G, Kostomarova, DS, Likhachev, AF. Losev, YuM. Lotman,
AA. Potebiya, 5.B. Pryvadko, Yus Stepanova, £E. Tarlanova, V.1 Tkhork,
V.1 Khairullin and many others). However, for the first time, the fundamental role of
language, the uwnity of the personality-language-culture relationship, the
understanding of the concepts of “people” and "language”, "internal form®™ of
language were presented by W, von Humbolds in his work "On the difference in the
structuse of human languages and its mfluesce on the spiriual development of
mankind". Expressing and shaping the specifics of the national spirit, the language
reflects the national view of the world. “Understanding the original life of the people
and the imemal structure of a paricalar languzge < > entirely depends on the ability
i see the ofiginality of the nafiomalthe jonie spirit in it fullbess".

Emphasizing the anity of languzge and thinking, Humboldt declases: "Langusge
is an organ that forms thowght ™

Learning a language allows vou to draw an analogy between a person and the
waorld around him and each nation separately, capable of expressing itself in the
language. Man comprehends the world, reality, objects by how "their preseints his
Ioigue”.

Language is an important factor in the knowledge of the surrounding reality, in
familiarization with the achievements of world coliure. Language contribuies o the
formation of reality, reflecied in the minds of people in specific linguistic forms
(systems of units).

Language 5 determined by the “human intellectual instinet”, the key to the
waorld, the grid that a person throws onio external reality in the process of cognition.
The essence of the language les in the “power of spiriual formation”, “the power of
culiural creativity™, “the power of historical life”, which forms a person's ideas abour
the world around him, defining his “worldview™ and influencing the culiure of the
people.

The hypothesis of linguistic relativity by E. Sapir and B. Whorf, which poses the
problem of the relationship and interaction of language, thinking and culiure, is based
on the idea of the peculianities of constructing a picture of the world, since people are
participants in some agreement that is valid only for this language.

Considening the relationship between language and culure, first of all, they
indicate that language is closely related to culture: it “grows™ into it, expresses it, “is
an obligatory prerequisite for the development of culture as a whole™ and represents
an important part of the culture of a people living in a certain historical era in a
certain area. Language does not exist outside of culture, that is, outside of the socially
inherited set of practical skills and ideas that characterize our way of life.

Methods. When studying a language, it s necessary to take into account the
cultaral traditions of the people speaking it, their joint creativity, since language,
being one of the features of a nation, its social interaction, s the main form of
expression and existence of national culture. The unity and specificity of language
and culture are noted. “Culture can be defined as what a given society does and
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thinks. Language is how people think ... the content of language is inextricably linked
with culture". The process of interaction between language and culture is a dialogue.

The whole process of interaction between language and culture is under the
direct influence of language, which performs the functions of an "internal form" of
cultural expression, which contributes to the process of human assimilation of reality
and acts as a factor influencing the development of society.

Language, one of the most important advantages of which is s “spirineal”
function, ensures the functioning of the communicative chain: spiritual production -
storage and transmission of spinmal values - their consumption. The undeniable
advantages of the language system called wersatility, the ability to constant
development, improvement of stability (flexible), polysemous, wealth of expressive
means, a high degree of similanty in the reproduction schemes and others. The
spiritual principle of human reopencd through a language which will not go beyond
its limits, inferprets some meanings through others.

In modem domestic linguistic literatre, language is defined as a kind of really
existing sign system that is used in any society, af any time, in some space and in
which not only real, but also symbolic reality is recorded, that is, creatively reworked
reality. Language is an integral component of consciousness, acting as its tool that
acts as an intermediary between a person and a concepiual system displayed in
linguistic forms: acts as an instrament of cognition, which makes it possible to go
beyond the limits of empirical experience due to the relativization of the system of
meanings of its units to the system of knowledge - the concepiual system.

Functioning at the level of the micro-society and the macro-society, language
appears in two forms: in the form of the languages of peoples (national cultures) and
in the form of a universal human language (universal culture of the earthly society),
which is understood a5 a single cognitive-semantic continuum, acting as the
ofganizing force of the content side of all languages and knowledge of the world and
not materially represented. Language in its national varieties acts as a manifestation
of the weal, i.e. the cognitive-semantic continuum, which in each language reflects
the basic information of the universal human cognitive-semantic sphere, but through
the prism of its own vision of the world, which is formed by millennial traditions and
a significant part of which is found in the national -linguistic pictures of the world.

Languages differ from each other by national and cultural features, serving this
of that culture. It s noted that the language plays one of the leading roles. Only by
mastering the language, the person becomes the subject of thinking. The idea s
emphasized that a person would not be a person if he did not have the opportunity to
speak, since all people exist only due to their ability to speak, ie. in the language.

The role of the language and the ethnic-forming factor are the most significant
not only during the formation of a nation, but also at the subsequent stages of its
further existence, the language contributes to the assertion and strengthening of the
people's need to be and express themselves as part of this national community.

Language is viewed a5 a structure and as a system, which s understood as “a
single whole, dominating over its parts and consisting of elements and relations
connecting them. The totality of relations between the elements of the system forms

its structure. <> The totality of structure and elements constitutes the system. The
|
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core of the linguistic system is formed by the limiting units of the language and the
relations connecting them™.

Results. Language is understood pot just & a culiural property of a reflection of
culture, but as an imdependent entity. The language is independent in itself, as it can
serve different ethnie groups. Langusge enables us to see and understand vanous
phenomena of the sumounding world, which we would not have known without it

We adhere to the position that considers language as a system consisting of
elements and relations connecting them.

They became interested in cultural issues since the emergence of a developed
cosciousness and society. The essence of cultire is presented inconsistently,
therefore today there is no single definition of the phenomenon of culture, due to its
specificity, covering all aspects of reality and man. Elements of the two existing polar
definitions of national cultures, as a set of "cultural invariants" of peoples on the one
hand, a3 a universal essence, a "fundamental foundation,” on the other, are combined
as follows: "Culiure contains samples that help to decide what exists (ideas and
concepts about the world around us), what can be (interrelationships), how to relate 1o
what is and what can be (values), what to do with it and how to do (norms)”.

The concept of culture is complex and multifaceted, and its definitions are
infinitely diverse, American anthropological scientists AJL Kroeber and K. Klachon
collected 237 definitions of culture, M.5. Kagan offered over 70 definitions. The
number of definitions increases every year. This indicates the complexity of the very
phenomenon of "culiure” and the heightened interest of scientists in the problems of
culture. "Culture® is a historical concept: it is both mobile and stable at the same time.
In the Western tradition, the study of culture is taken in a complex of anthropological
disciplines, baged on the following definition: the integrity of culture consists of
Enowledge, beliefs, laws, mogality, customs, achievements of art, abilities and habits
accumulated by society over the period of its development.

According to its etvimalegy, the word “culure”, which goes back o the Latin
“cultura”, originally meant the purposeful impact of man on nature (cultivation of the
land), later it acguired the meaning of “upbringing”, “traiming”, “education”,
“developrment”, “veneration "

The concept of "culture™ was subsequently correlated with the humanistic ideals
of the people, the all-round development of man (physical, moral, aesthetic, spirimal)
and civilization as a whole. In the philosophical and literary works of Russia in the
XWI-XIX centuries, the concept of "culiure” practically does not eccur. However,
later it is uwsed to denote purposeful activity that awakens the forces dormant in the
object, and a certain degree of development of this activity. At the tum of the
XIN-XX centuries, culture was defined, first of all, as a specific system of values and
ideas, conditioned by the specific history of the people and their spirifual
deviel opment.

A versatile approach to culture is of particular interest. There are two polar ways
of defining it: 1) an attengt to identify a set of "culiural invariants” of peoples; 2) an
attempt to present culture and its content in the form of a universal essence,
"fundamental foundation®, etc. Here, the universal human content and the origimality
of national culiures coexist. "It is obvious that the functional aspect that sets the
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mechanism of culiure i motion can be regarded as a universal in theoretical
understanding and as a specific phenomenon in practical interpretation.”

Some anthropobegists have defined culture mainly in terms of ideas comimon 1o
members of society. So, in Clark Wissler's "_.. culture has a certain set of interrelated
ideas." Similarly, James Ford approaches the definition of culture, who defines it as
"The claw of ideas flowing from individaal to ndividual through syiebolic behavior,
verbal leaming of imitation." Walter Taylor points out that culture consists of ideas
amimilated by an individual or created by him, based on his life experience. Many
scientists in their definitions, explicitly or mmplicitly, are inclined to believe that
culture is "behavior common to members of society.” Thus, K. Young notes in
culture general and more of less standardized ideas, atiitudes, habits, Clafk Wissler
sees culture as a collection of “standardized beliefs and procedures followed by the
tribe." However, the last two definitions do not remove the ambiguity of the concept
of "culre®, for example, in relation to how many people have to act and think the
same, 50 that the expression "common to members of society” can be used?

Thus, it is extremely difficult to talk about a general understanding of culture.
Based on approaches that reflect the main trends in this issue, two views on culiure
can be distinguished: culture is the second nature created by man and created him,
and culture i man's adherence to a cenain cultural model. Each concept comes from
the fact that it explaing all aspects of culture within the framework of a general
theory. It is also believed that cultural studies are a theory of culture that studies
contemporary cultural life. In fact, i its research, cultural studies are aimed at what is
common, which connects various forms of culuml existence of people, at
understanding the world of culiure not a3 a simple sccumulation of disparate
phenomena and facts, but on understanding these facts and phenomena as integrity,
unity of the process of creativity and traditions, values and ete.

Research continwed in the direction of searching for the creation of a perfiect
mode] that gives an idea of the interaction and mutual mfluence of culural elements
that do not form the harmony of the world of culture, but oppose each other:
scientific thinking and mythological thought, religion, its ideal and bizarre fantasies
of the myth of art. However, despite all the differences and opposites, the goal of
culture is the social integration of people and the satisfaction of their interests and
needs.

A universal model of culture exists in all cultures: simple and complex, ancient
and modem, its basis can be found in the very conditions of human existence. The
classification of Sumner and Keller, who proposed their own version of the division
of the main motives and incentives: self-preservation, perpetuation of oneself, self-
satisfaction and religion, was based on four feelings: hunger, love, vanity and fear.
Unlike the previous one, Whisler's universal model included nine componernts:
speech, material characteristics, art, knowledse, religion, society, property,
government, war, The classification of Malimowski is based on the satisfaction of
human neods.

In the approach of ). Murdoch, who focused on the "culural habit® and the
factors governing habit formation as a structure that determines the universal model,
five factors are distinguished, the first of which is leaming and upbringing, the
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second appears as a stimulus and signal. Any stimuli that are known can be related 1o
cultural responses in different societies. Such constant stimuli as day and naght,
celestial bodies, certain species of animals and plants, religious cults, etc., and stable
reactions to themy, which are specific to each, separately taken culture, create the basis
for the classification of universal cultural traits. The third important factor that
performs a special load in the stracture of the universal cultural mode] of Murdoch is
the “basic” cultural habit (skill). By the fourth factor of psychological generalization,
the author understands the property of reproducing the same reactions under the same
conditions and stimuli. 50, for communication with supematural forces human forms
are given, which makes it possible to address them as people: request-prayer; sifi-
sacrifice; flattery-praise; etiguette ritual, etc. Based on these generalizations, there are
countless cultural similarities. The fifth factor is based on limiting the number of
possible reactions, which in any situation are limited by the physiclogical and
paychological abilities of a person and the conditions of his existence. Thus, taking
into account the cultwrally determined human behavior, the universal model of
Murdoch’s culmre is a kind of “universal” way of smdying the similarities and
differences of cultures, built on a huge amount of factual material.

The concept of "culture™ is related to the concept of “civilization" and both of
them, as a rule, are synonymous. However, culture is a universal concept that
embodies the national spint; civilization 5 a temporary concept that includes a
varniety of cultures.

Each culture consists not only of behavior, behavioral norms and standards,
ideological judgments explaining cenain forms of behavioe, on the basis of which
certain cultural models are formed. This characteristic reflects the wdea of the
symbolic elements forming the culture, the dynamics of the development of culture as
a process is indicated, the idea of a structural organization by means of “culture
models" is laid, around which cultural elements are organized.

Among the vanety of approaches to the definition of culure, two main ones
stand out: realistic and idealistic, which are divided into additional points of view
depending on the view of the nature of culture, its functions, certain priorities of the
scientists themselves, etc. Scientisis-realists, E. Tylor, White, F. Boas, B. Malinovsky
and others, believe that culture as an attribute of homan social behavior is determined
through scquired habits and customs. They believe that new realities and facts of
culture should be studied in conjunction with other similar facts.

Representatives of the idealistic view of the nature of colture express opposite
opinions. For "conceptual idealists”, culture represents a conceptual construction, a
kind of logical abstraction from the real, uncultured belavior in which it is embodied,
ie. becomes a superpsychic, supersocial entity, mdependent of man, thus becoming a
kind of ideal. The concept of culiure, which iz a logical construction, is mixed “with a
really existing culture ..".

Crther scientists bring a somatic aspect to the consideration of the problem,
arguing that culture is material, unthinkable outside of society and develops
according o its own laws. This view of the problem shows that it is not culture that

does everything, but people, highlighting an active human position.
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They highlight the integrity of the concept of culture, its semiofic nature and its
high functional potential in the formation of a person. According to the functional
and semiotic approaches, a person as a social agent is able to enter into relations with
the world only through signs or symbols, the action or interaction between which
cannot be camied out outside this cultural and symbolic field.

The semiotic or information-symbolic approach interprets culture as a collective
concept. Yu.M. Lotman puts forward the idea that although culture is a social, social
phenomenon, each individual person can become a bearer of culture, participate in its
development. Agree on its concept, culture s understood as a form of communication
between people, which has a communication and symbolic nature, which appears as a
"memory”, a continuous process of the spiritual and moral life of society and man.

In modern science, ideas are developing about the construction of culture in the
text, the altemnative scientific approach of which is social constructionizsm, which
assumes that "identity is constructed imteractively and discursively." In this regard, as
nofed by ML, Makarow, a discourse considered as a way of ordenng social reality
fixed in the language, recreates various norms, values, symbols, cultural ideas, ways
of interpreting them.

There are also comparative (with the native culture) and descriptive - statistical
ithe use of psychological, mathematical and other research methods when studying
vanous sources of information).

8.B. Pryadko, following L. White, puts forward the concept of an "element of
cultare”, which does not mean any, including a single, cultural phenomenon, the only
representative of its class: an object, thing, action or belief, but a socially significant
phenomenon, knowledge of which makes it possible o form a reliable picture of the
world of the culure under study in the mind of the person sudying it. Authentic
sources on the culture under study mdicate that knowledge of the picture of the world
contributes 1o the formation of a complete image of the world of the bearer of this
culture. According to JI. White, such an object can be considered a cultural element
only if it is symbolized and when it is considered "in an extrasomatic comtext."
Culture is understood as an all-encompassing extrasomatic whole, represented by
material or ideal elements of culture.

Studying culture through its language, linguists deal with linguistic
consciousness. It i noted that the language is able to study the culture of interest
precisely through the study of these elements of the sign system, reflecting the
cultural specifics of a particular people.

When studying a foreign culiure through language, it is important to take into
account the fact that language is a constituent element of culiure, that the meaning of
a language unit as a sign system or linguistic meaning may nof coincide with the
object meaning, as a result of which a complete or partial misunderstanding of the
image of the world of the people and their culiure is formed, leading o when the
speaker does not know what to say from the content side of the utterance. This
gituation creates errors of a  linguistic and cultural sature,  mtercultural
communication, and leads to incomplete knowledge of a foreign language.

E.V. Sokolov identifies four functions of culture: 1) the instrumental function
associated with "mechanical™ technology, serving for the joint influence of man on
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the material environment; 2) a normative function associated with “organizational”
technology, which is a specific system of means of organizing collective life; 3) the
significative function, which is related to the “symbolic" technique as a means of
carrying out the mental and emotional actions of a person; 4) the commumicative
function, which ensures the communication of people, is associated with sign
technology. They also note the ethnic function that conveys ethno-cultural
information in society through the language, which is the expression of the ethnic
function, in the process of communication.

However, despite all the differences and opposites, the goal of culture is the
social integration of people and the satisfaction of their inferests and needs.

Culre is a multidimensional formation in which two facets are distinguished:
technical and technological and subject-productive, characterized by the peculiarities
of the development of the subject's material activity, which makes it possible to
distinguish, first of all, the sphere of material culture. In addition to the material,
there are two more layers of culture: spirifual and artistic.

Matenal culture is viewed as a system of components necessary and sufficient
for the nommal implementation of human transformative activities. There are two
spheres of material coliure, the first of which s what is called the culiure of
production, ie. all tools of labor, buildings, weapons, industrial production. The
second area covers the culure of reproduction of the human race, the way and human
behavior in the field of intimate relationships. Thus, the separation of two spheres of
material culture is due to the structure of the very foundations of social life.

The second layer covers the concept of spiritual culture, which all grows as an
ideal side of material reality, is derived from it and is determined by it. There are four
sections in spiritual culture, the first of which has the greatest cultural value and is
generated by the creative activity of the human imagination. Preceding material
practice, he offers her ideal models of future designs. This section can include vanous
models of social transformations, projects of new fomns of political structure, new
social institutions and institutions, The second section represents the fruits of human
cognitive activity, acts as a body of knowledge about mature, society, man, his inner
world. The third section, connected with the human world, the world of values filled
with meaning and meanings for him, covers value-orientated activity. The fourth area
of spiritual culture includes spiritual communication of people m all forms of its
manifestation, since the spiritual contact of partners in the process of exchanging
information is a high cultural value.

Artistic culiure, which has special forms of material embodiment, is spiritual in
its essence. It appears as an organic, holistic strocture in which material and spiritual
are combined. The organic nature of artistic culture distinguishes it from other forms
of spiritual activity and distinguishes artistic culture as an independent and central
layer of cultures, which brings it, on the one hand, to the layer of material culture (for
example, the proximity of architecture to technology), and on the other hand, to the
layer of spiritual calture (for example, the closencss of literature to science). Artistic
culture, the central link of which is art as a set of activities within the framework of
the subject's artistic creativity and its results, is a relatively autonomous and self-
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governing system of circulating specific, aesthetic information, all links of which are
fastened by a network of direct and feedback links.

Conclusion. Speaking about artistic culture, it is pecessary to note the
importance of artistic text for culure. In the works of YuM. Lotman emphasizes that
all culture known to European science is based on writing, since it is impossible to
imagine "a developed non-written culture - and any developed non-written
civilization." The text s one of the forms of memory, collective memory, which
reveals the ability to fix something common for the whole team. Culture is constantly
multiplying the number of texts, preserving the idea of a certain era for posterity.

However, with all the vanety of specific forms of manifestation, culture m our
understanding acts a3 something whole, as a system.

The wvariety of judgments about the nature of the relationship between the
national language and the national culture testifies fo the complexity and
multidimensionality of this problem There is a direct connection between language
and culture. "Language s a condition of culfure, since the latter has a similar
architectonics to language . Language can also be viewed as a basis on which more
complex structures of the same type are often supenimposed, corresponding to
various aspects of culure.” The most important link beoween language and cultare is
the personality, individual and mind.

The nature of the mteraction between language and culture s indicated by two
points of view found in the literature: 1) a comparative analysis of both phenomena
can be based on the wea of the amtonomy of language and culture as sign systems
correlated with thinking and a communicative act; 2) interacting with each other, the
designated concepts kave "a large area of intersection due to the fact that language is
one of the most important ways of objectification, exteriorization of culure, and
performs the most acsthetic function in it." There are five main provisions of the
similarities and differences between language and culture: 1) both phenomena use a
vanety of sign systems; 2) the language s characterized by isofunctional,
homogeneous sign systems, which allows us to talk about the homogeneity of the
lanpuage as a system: 3) in culture, various and heterogensous sign systeins ane
distinguished, such as kinetic, sound-intonational, verbal, iconic language, sound
gignaling. In this regard we can talk about the heterogeneity of culiure; 4) both
language and culture are associated with thinking and communication, however,
language has a communicative function, and culture has an aesthetic function. In the
language, the attitude towards the mass addressee prevails, in culture, elitism is
significant; 3} both phenomena operate along a similar communicative cham: a
generator (communicator) that reproduces a specific text, - communication channels
that provide synchronous and diachronous tramslation of the text, - addressee /
recipient f communicant, which is the final point of the presented communication
chain.

As one of the types of human activity, language is part of culture, which is a
combination of material and spinifual values accumulated and created by society.
Being the most important means and form of existence, the main condition for social
development and a means of communication between people, language in these

qualities is usually placed on a par with culture.
|
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